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Bill 10 is just the Beginning of the Health Care Overhaul

By Kim Nymark

Some are calling it a ‘revolution.’ But whatever you label it, an overhaul of Quebec’s health care system is underway.  The Minister of Health, Gaétan Barrette, says it’s all about saving money and improving services and access for patients. There are three measures that the National Assembly needs to pass in order for Mr. Barrette’s changes to come into effect:

The first of the three Bills was voted on and passed just after midnight on Saturday, February 7, 2015 with a vote of 62 for and 50 against.

Bill 10: Restructuring the bureaucracy, which involves:

· The creation of integrated health and social services centres (CISSS) with one CISSS in each of the province’s 16 health regions, except for Montreal which will have 5 CISSSs;

· The elimination of Quebec’s 18 health agencies;

· The elimination of 1,300 management positions;

· The merger of 182 health and social services centres (CSSS) into 34 integrated centres (CISSS). The Laurentians will become one large CISSS merging 11 establishments and 1 agency;

· Abolishing the boards of individual health institutions and merging them from 200 to 28 regional boards;

· No changes for Montreal’s MUHC, CHUM, Sainte-Justine Hospital and Montreal Heart Institute.

The government says that these changes will cut down on bureaucracy and save the province roughly $220 million a year. English-speaking Quebecers fear it will result in less control and power over the institutions their community helped build. In a February 9th interview entitled ‘Anglo rights groups satisfied with Bill 10’ (http://www.cbc.ca/breakaway), spokesmen explain that they are satisfied that key modifications to the law will protect the bilingual status of Anglophone health institutions and representation on the new regional boards and that the community will continue to retain power and control over assets and fundraising. Other provisions strengthen the rules regarding English services access plans.

The next steps are to pass Bill 20 and 28.

Bill 20: Access to family doctors and in vitro fertilization (IVF) treatment.

This Bill has two parts.  The first is focused on increasing Quebecers’ access to family doctors:

· Requires doctors to take on a minimum number of patients;

· Requires specialists to offer consultations beyond emergency rooms;

· Docks the pay of doctors who do not follow these rules.

The second part addresses assisted procreation services:

· No longer covers assisted procreation services, like IVF, except for artificial insemination;

· Prohibits women under 18 and over 42 from receiving IVF;

· Adds rules for IVF services and tightens rules around assisted procreation research;

· Adds fertility preservation services to health coverage.

And finally, Bill 28:

The main area it targets is prescriptions and pharmacies, and will allow pharmacists to renew common prescriptions. 

One thing for sure, this ‘revolution’ is far from over!
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